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COMMON MISTAKES & HELPFUL HINTS
The VFW Auxiliary’s Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest & 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art 
Contest provide an incredible scholarship opportunity for young artists while promoting patriotism 
throughout schools and home school associations. Follow the advice below to ensure that every 
student who enters the contest has the best possible chance of realizing his or her dreams.

USING THE U.S. FLAG
As a powerful symbol of our country, the U.S. Flag is often used in art entries. It can 
also be a source of problems for judges and Auxiliary Chairmen. When 
notifying schools, homeschool associations and students about the contest, give 
them a copy of the Federal Flag Code and encourage participants to closely 
examine the U.S. Flag before using it in their art.

• Not enough stars or stripes.
• Stripes in the wrong order or place.
• The Flag appearing to have someone standing on it, or something written or lying

on it.

COMMON MISTAKES:

HINT: It is always best to portray the Flag as waving freely.

PACKING THE ART
VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters is not responsible for art lost or damaged during 
shipment. Please take in consideration that the art entry may be very fragile 
and will be shipped over many miles and encounter weather condition's.

• Use the correct size packaging.
• Use paper, bubble wrap, air pillows, cushioning and/or foam shippers.
• Label the package clearly to insure deadline arrival.

Visit www.vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships for contest eligibility requirements, rules and an application.

APPLICATION (One application for each contest)
When a student submits an art entry and contest application, check for the following:
• Print or legible writing. If you can't decipher the writing, chances are we can't either.
• Address with city, state and ZIP code.
• Phone number with area code.
• Email address. This is used for all notifications.
• Signature of both student and parent or guardian.
• Source- this must be complete even if it states "original idea."
• Media used.
• Title of art entry.
• An artist statement, essay and detailed description of the art entry and how it was made.
• Signatures of participating/sponsoring VFW Auxiliary Scholarships Chairman and  Department 

Scholarships Chairman.
• Art entries not sponsored by a VFW Auxiliary will not be judged and will be returned to the student.




